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Preface

In publishing ANNUAL EDITIONS we recognize the enormous role played by the magazine
providing current, first-rate educational information in a broad spectrum of interest areas. Many of
researchers, and professionals seeking accurate, current material to help bridge the gap between principles & ized, indexed,
These articles, however, become more useful for study when those of lasting value are carefully collected, organized,

in & low-cost format, which provides easy and permanent access when the material is needed. Tha

This volume begins with an article on post-Civil War Recon-
struction, a period that ended in 1877. It was a very different world
from the one we are living in today. The United States remained
primarily a rural, agricultural nation. People for the most part lived
much the same as they had 100 years earlier. They read by can-
dle, lantern, or gaslight at night, they traveled by foot or by wagon,
and they rarely ventured far from their home towns.

The following decades brought vast changes in all aspects
of American life. Automobiles, expanding railroad systems, and
airplanes enabled people to routinely travel to places they would
only have dreamed about earlier. Massive population shifts,
from farms and small towns to cities and suburbs, and from one
section of the nation to another, radically altered the face of the
nation. Immigration brought with it a host of opportunities and
problems. At home, people could listen to the radio, watch tele-
vision, or, more recently, explore new worlds of information via
their computers. Diseases that once were almost certainly fatal
or at least debilitating have now been virtually eliminated, result-
ing in life expectancies unheard of in the past.

With all of these “improvements,” one would be hard put to
argue that people in modern society are happier or more con-
tent than they were in the past. Extreme poverty is still with us
in a land of untold wealth. Television and motion pictures, fur-
thermore, encourage frustration by allowing even the poorest
souls to glimpse those with lifestyles that only the wealthiest
few would have enjoyed a century earlier. Other issues we face
today also have echoes in the past: race relations, gender roles,
domestic terrorism, and environmental problems, to name just a
few. Some people fear that we are destroying the very planet on
which we live. At least one new epidemic—AIDs—has become a
scourge just as smallpox once was. Some fear that a pandemic
of Avian Flu might break out that could be as devastating as
the flu epidemic of 1918-1919 that cost as many as 40 million
lives. Studying history will provide no “answers” to our modern
troubles, but perhaps can provide some helpful guidelines.

Someone once said that historians wrote about “chaps,”
meaning white males who enjoyed positions of power or influ-
ence. Older history books tended to concentrate on presidents,
titans of industry or finance, and military leaders. Women usu-
ally were mentioned only in passing, and then primarily as the
wives or lovers of important men. Minority groups were treated,
if at all, as passive objects of social customs or legislation. Men-
tion of sexual orientation was simply out of the question.

Now virtually everything that has happened is considered
fit for study. Books and articles tell us about the lives of ordinary
people, about groups previously ignored or mentioned only in
passing, and about subjects considered too trivial or common-
place to warrant examination. History “from the bottom up,” once
considered innovative, has become commonplace. Welcome as
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or influence over the lives and deaths of others. They continué S°
fascinate. Presidents such as Franklin D. Roosevelt and Harry S.
Truman had to make decisions that affected enormous numbers
of people at home and abroad. Thomas Alva Edison'changed mil-
lions of lives with his inventions, one of which, the incandescent
light bulb, is treated in this volume. Rosa Parks never held any
official position of power, but she deeply affected the way thought
about segregation in the South during the 1950s. .

Annual Editions: American History, Volume Il, constitutes
an effort to provide a balanced collection of articles that deal
with great leaders and great decisions, as well as with ordinary
people, at work, at leisure, and at war. Practically everyone who
uses the volume will think of one or more articles he or she con-
siders would have been preferable to the ones actually included.
Some readers will wish more attention had been paid to one
or another subject, others will regret the attention devoted to
matters they regard as marginal. That is why we encourage
teachers and students to let us know what they believe to be the
strengths and weaknesses of this edition.

Annual Editions contains a number of features designed to
make the volume “user friendly.” These include a topic guide to
help locate articles on specific individuals or subjects; the table of
contents extracts that summarize each article with key concepts in
boldface; and a comprehensive index. The essays are organized
into six units. Each unit is preceded by an overview that provides
background for informed reading of the articles, briefly introduces
each one, and presents challenge questions. Please let us know
if you have any suggestions for improving the format.

Th.ere will be a new edition of this volume in two years, with
approxlrpately half t.he readings being replaced by new ones. By
f:ompletmg and mailing the postpaid article rating form included
in the back of the book, yoL! will help us determine which articlag
rs‘:?ultd t:;e retained and which §hould be dropped. You can also

p to rpprove the next edition by recommending (or better
yet, sending along a copy of) articles that you think should be

included. A number of essays included in this editi
to our attention in this way. edition have come
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